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Is God An Invention?
What would you say if you were not conditioned by your religion, by
your fears; what would you say about God? Of course, God is a
marvellous investment–you can preach about God and you will make a
lot of money – as they are doing.
Ojai 1979, Dialogue 3

Questioner: Do you believe in God?
Krishnamurti: Either you put this question out of curiosity to find out
what I think, or you want to discover if there is God. If you are merely
curious, naturally there is no answer; but if you want to find out for
yourself if there is God, then you must approach this inquiry without
prejudice; you must come to it with a fresh mind, neither believing, nor
disbelieving.
The Collected Works, Vol. 2
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Man has throughout the ages been seeking something beyond himself,
beyond material welfare – something we call truth, or God, or reality, a
timeless state – something that cannot be disturbed by circumstances,
by thought, or by human corruption. And not finding this nameless
thing of a thousand names which he has always sought, he has
cultivated faith – faith in a saviour, or an ideal.
Freedom from the Known, Ch. 1

How can the mind, which is so conditioned, which is shaped by the
environment, by the culture in which we are born, find that which is not
conditioned? How can a mind that is always in conflict with itself find
that which has never been in conflict? So in inquiring, the search has no
meaning. What has meaning, and significance, is whether the mind can
be free–free from fear, free from all its petty little egotistic struggles,
free from violence, and so on. Can the mind, your mind, be free of that?
That is the real inquiry. And when the mind is really free, then only is it
capable without any delusion of asking if there is, or if there is not,
something that is absolutely true, that is timeless, immeasurable.
This Light in Oneself, Ojai 1973

It is not the other shore that is important, but the bank you are on. You
are this life of envy, violence, passing love, ambition, frustration, fear;
and you are also the longing to escape from it all to what you call the
other shore, the permanent, the soul, the Atman, God, and so on.
Without understanding this life, without being free of envy, with its
pleasures and pains, the other shore is only a myth, an illusion, an ideal
invented by a frightened mind in its search for security.
Commentaries on Living, Vol.3, Ch. 12

Your belief in God will give you the experience of what you call God.
You will always experience what you believe, and nothing else. And this
invalidates your experience. The Christian will see virgins, angels and
Christ, and the Hindu will see similar deities in extravagant plurality.
The Muslim, the Buddhist, the Jew, and the Communist are the same.
Belief conditions its own supposed proof. What is important is not what
you believe, but only why you believe at all. Why do you believe? Is it
fear, the uncertainty of life – the fear of the unknown, the lack of
security in this ever-changing world?
The Urgency of Change, Ch. 21

In India they are conditioned one way: they believe in di!erent gods.
You come to Europe, they believe in a certain God, in God’s son, in the
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Absolute, and so on. And there are people who have never, never heard
of Christ, and they say, ‘Who is he?’ ‘My God is more important than
that man’s’. So it all depends on your conditioning. One doesn’t see
this. When the mind is free from that conditioning, what is God? So that
is why man, out of his fear, out of his loneliness, out of his
extraordinarily hopeless state, says there must be something that will
protect him – the father image which he worships. So man creates God.
Ojai 1979, Dialogue 3

To be a theist, or an atheist, to me, are both absurd. If you knew what
Truth is, what God is, you would neither be a theist, nor an atheist,
because in that awareness belief is unnecessary. So to discover God, or
Truth, the mind must be free of all the hindrances which have been
created throughout the ages, based on self-protection and security.
The Book of Life, 21 December

The sadhu told Krishnaji, ‘Sir, for fourteen years now I have devoted
myself to meditation, yet I am not able to get into samadhi. I have been
practising meditation, dhyana, but I have not been able to go to the
depths of it. Can I do this? Will you be able to tell me what my
impediments are?’
Krishnaji asked him to describe the kinds of meditative practices he had
been following. After listening to him, he said, ‘Do you realise that you
are still acquiring? Open your fist. There is nothing to acquire.’
For some minutes, the sadhu was silent. He then got up and prostrated
himself before Krishnaji, who then asked him to stay on for some more
time. After a while, the sadhu said, ‘Sir, I want to ask you one more
question. Is it the impact of your personality that has given me this,
(experience)? Is this due to your gurukripa, (grace of the guru)?’
Krishnaji replied, ‘I knew you would ask this question. That is why I
asked you to stay on for some more time. This is not something to
acquire, but to give up. Release your fist. Leave everything.’ He paused
for a moment and said, ‘Is it the new mind that is asking the question?
You have been caught up in it again. I took you out of it, but you have
gone back to it. If you stand firmly on that and let go everything, “it”
will come. “It” will come, not because you want it, but “it” will come.’
A Vision of the Sacred, by Sunanda Patwardhan
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The image and quotations above are sourced from an exhibition, entitled, "A World
in Crisis", which has been put together by the Krishnamurti Foundation India in order
to share with others Krishnamurti's insights into the nature of the crisis. Over the
coming months each KANZ newsletter will present one of the panels from this
exhibition.
Our thanks to Krishnamurti Foundation Trust (England), Krishnamurti Foundation of
America, and to the many professional and amateur photographers for the use of
their work in this humanitarian venture

The Krishnamurti Foundation of America held a three day conference on
the theme of Freedom from the Known in late April last year.
This is a presentation given by Professor Donald Ho!man, (Department
of Cognitive Sciences, University of California). It is entitled Perception,
Illusion, and Truth, and can be viewed here.

https://us11.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=2672829

Page 4 of 12

KANZ NEWS

25/02/20, 10:34 AM

Author Roland Vernon Presentation:
Krishnamurti a Historical Perspective

Roland Vernon is the author of the book ‘Star in the East –
Krishnamurti, the Invention of a Messiah’, which sets out to be an
historical and biographical account of the extraordinary individuals and
circumstances that pushed a helpless Indian child into an international
spotlight. Roland spoke at the 2019 Friends of Brockwood Park Spring
Gathering in the Krishnamurti Centre, Hampshire, UK.
The presentation can be viewed here

Krishnamurti Podcasts

https://us11.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=2672829

Page 5 of 12

KANZ NEWS

25/02/20, 10:34 AM

Interview by Bernard Levin
This interview with Krishnamurti was first broadcast in 1981. Recorded
at Brockwood Park in Hampshire, as part of The Levin Interview TV
series, it serves as a good introduction to Krishnamurti’s work. Bernard
Levin was one of Britain’s best-known journalists. Questions explored
include: Why don’t we realise the damage we are doing in the world? Is
it wrong to seek happiness? What is action? What is right living? Can
society be changed? How is man to be free?
Listen here

A Gathering in Christchurch
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The Problem of Thought

A three day gathering is being organised in Christchurch,
25th to 27th April. This will be at the Risingholme Community Centre,
and is non-residential.
Through self-inquiry, through silence, through dialogue, through
observation, and with some reference to several authors, including
Krishnamurti, we will inquire into the most fundamental problem of our
life; thought and the self.
It is emphasised that the gathering implies the active and equal
participation of all those attending, through dialogue, and activities.
Although a program has been arranged, and sessions will be facilitated,
there is no authority figure involved, no ideology, or belief.
It is hoped that during this gathering we can explore some of the
following questions:
Can we deeply enquire together, have dialogue together, putting
aside what we know, our conclusions, our beliefs?
Can we listen to others, without interposing our opinions?
Can we put aside all notions of "what should be" and be concerned
only with "what is"?
What is the real nature of thought?
https://us11.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=2672829
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Who am I?
What is true meditation?
Can the mind be quiet, still?
Thought is the very basis of the human mind, and if we wish to
understand ourselves, we need to understand thought itself.
Our civilisation and society, have been based on thought, and this may
be why there is such confusion, so many problems. We are conditioned
to try to solve all our problems using thought, but is this really
possible?
So these are the issues that the gathering is concerned with. Although
there will be some similarities to the Coromandel gathering last
September, much of the material used will be new.

Facilitation is by Clive Elwell, and Mark Matsis.
Inquiries and applications to attend may be made to Mark Matsis: 027
240 6290 / markmatsis@gmail.com
For more information see the Facebook Event page by clicking here:

The problem of thought – an open enquiry

Preparing to Leave
Book Review Continued: Appendices
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The book “Krishnamurti: Preparing to Leave” was reviewed in the last
edition of the KANZ newsletter. Although only recently published, the
greater part of the book was dictated in 1986, soon after Krishnamurti's
death. However, Scott Forbes, the author, says in the preface:
Thirty one years have passed, and I continue to be as dedicated a student of
Krishnamurti's teachings as I have ever been, and my life's experiences have
added to my observations of thirty one years ago. These additions I have noted as
footnotes and appendices to the original text...... the sixty-nine year old Scott
Forbes has tried to elucidate the thirty-seven year old Scott Forbes.

These notes and appendices referred to by Scott add quite another
dimension to the book, and to previous books about Krishnamurti, and
are briefly described here.
Note 1 of these appendices tells the story of the creation of the
Krishnamurti Centre at Brockwood Park, England, in which Scott played
a key role. At times completion seemed very doubtful, but always
something turned up to allow the work to continue.
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Note 2 in the book's appendices describes “The Jewels”, which “had
something done to them” by Krishnamurti. These were placed under the
foundations of the building, and other K related buildings.
Note 5 is a discussion between K, Mary Zimbalist, and Scott about a
certain Indian “Pandit's" interpretation of K's significance in the world,
according to some ancient scriptures that the Pandit had discovered in
the Himalayas. There is also some reference to “The face”, a
transformation that apparently happened to Krishnamurti's face on
occasions.
Note 6 is a moving account of the close relationship that existed
between Mary Zimbalist and K.
Other notes consist of Scott aiming to convey what it meant to be in
such close proximity to Krishnamurti for so many years, and the e!ect
that it had, and continues to have, on his life.
The book is available for loan, free of charge, from the Krishnamurti
Postal Lending Library:
http://www.krishnamurti-nz.org/library
To contact the Library, email:
Krishnamurtinzwebsite@gmail.com
For a complete list of books available in the Krishnamurti Postal
Lending library, see:
http://www.krishnamurti-nz.org/library/books
There is no charge for borrowing.

Christchurch Dialogue Meeting
Is learning a matter of time? We have not learnt after all these

thousands of years that there is a better way to live than by hating and
killing each other. The problem of time is a very important one to
understand if we are to resolve this life which we have helped to make
as monstrous and meaningless as it is.
Saturday, 28 March, 1:00pm - 4:00pm
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Christchurch City South Library Learning Centre
66 Colombo Street, Sydenham Room
(Please use After Hours Entrance at the far end of the building furthest from Colombo
Street)

Enquiries: aakaasha@glenrowan.nz, 03 329 4789

Showings of Krishnamurti
videos and group dialogues:
CHRISTCHURCH
- monthly: contact Pauline Matsis 03 312
1470 / paulinematsis@gmail.com
- monthly: contact Kyoko Giebel 03 329 4789
/ aakaasha@glenrowan.nz

PALMERSTON NORTH
- contact Nadya Kaplyukova /

Postal lending library of
books, dvd's, and cd's -

mua_mail@yahoo.com

www.krishnamurti-nz.org/library

HAMILTON
- contact: Clive Elwell 022 085 7184 /
clive.elwell@gmail.com

AUCKLAND
- the last Sunday of every month: contact
Krishna Umaria 09 488 7482 /
krishna.umaria@gmail.com
- every second Monday of the month: contact
Rohit Grover / rohit@mailbox.org or Eleni
Charalampous / eleni.a.xar@gmail.com

Krishnamurti Association in New Zealand
www.kanz.org.nz
e-mail: kanzadmin@gmail.com
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